worthless company. Wine inflames the general malignity,
and changes sullenness to petulance, till at last none can
bear any longer the presence of the rest. They retire to
vent their indignation in safer places, where they are heard
without attention; their importance is restored, they
recover their good humour, and gladden the night with
wit and jocularity.
Merriment is always the effect of a sudden impression.
The jest which is expected is already destroyed. The most
active imagination will be sometimes tprpid under the
frigid influence of melancholy, and sometimes occasions
will be wanting to tempt the mind, however volatile, to
sallies and excursions. Nothing was ever said with un-
common felicity, but by the co-operation of chance, and,
therefore, wit as well as valour must be content to share
ts honours with fortune.
All other pleasures are equally uncertain; the general
remedy of uneasiness is change of place; almost every one
has some journey of pleasure in his mind, with which he
flatters his expectation. He that travels in theory has no
inconvenience; he has shade and sunshine at his disposal,
and wherever he alights finds tables of plenty and looks of
gayety. These ideas are indulged till the day of departure
arrives, the chaise is called, and the progress of happiness
begins.
A few miles teach him the fallacies of imagination. The
road is dusty, the air is sultry, the horses are sluggish, and
the postillion brutal. He longs for the time of dinner^ that
he may eat and rest. The inn is crowded, his orders are
neglected, and nothing remains but that he devour in
haste what the cook has spoiled, and drive on in quest of
better entertainment. He finds at night a more commo-
dious house^ but the best is always worse than he expected,
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